700 KIDS SHOW THEY

ANGELA POWNALL

The oval of young Regan Smal-
ic’s school was turned into a
heart-shapead sea of red yester-
day to su t the 12-year-old
who has battling cancer
for eight y :

Almost 700 pupils at St
Peters Primary Scheol in
Inglewood dressed in red for
ﬁﬁm and to raise money for

Regan wanted to be there but
h.ad to watch the tacle from
his bexd at Perth Children’s Hos-
g:‘ tal where he has been bednid-

n for the past three months.

He smiled as he watched a
video of his classmates yelling
“Regan”, instead of ‘cheese” for
the camera.

“It's pretty cool, and very
nice of them,” he said.

Regan was just four when he
become unwell in September

2011 with headaches and vomit-
ing. and began losing weight.

His parents Amanda and
Daniel took him to see doctors,
who repeatadly dismissed sug-
gestions he had a brain tumour.

About five months later,

collapsed and was taken
spital where he had emer-

nCy Surgery to remove a

41N tumour.

He was diagnosed with pilo-
cytic astrocytoma, which has
seen rare and slow- growmﬁ
tumours grow and sprea
extensively m his brain and

spine

Regan has had 22 oparations
during his short life — nine
over the past three months
alone.

An operation to remove a
tumour caused nerve damage
in his brain stem, leaving him
unable to swallow. He has been
fed through a tube for seven
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years. Mrs Smolic said Regan
copad remarkably well with
being unable to eat.

“I really strug with it in
the inning now I'm
grateful that he’s still fighting.
;;oiud've just got to move on,” she

Regan's latest sunt in hospi-
tal has been to deal with crip-
Eﬁ headaches caused by a

shunt, which is
implanted into his brain to
drain excess fluid.

Surgery to unblock the shunt
has been unsuccessful because
it has caused dangerous blesd-
ing on his brain.

Regan now has an external
drain fitted into his brain to
relieve low pressure fluid. But
hehastohembedatammm

& for the drain to function
is notallowed tostand upor
walk around.

Regan's mother, Amana
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Smolic, said her son’s battle
with cancer had been lon nd
hard, especially the last
months.

“It's been ongoeing. He's gen-
eralJ\ pretty but he's get-
ting down at the moment. He's
stuck in bad and been inalotof
pain.” she said.

“I missed all of 1ast term at
school. I went to school for four
days,” Regan said sadly.

Regan’s family and friends
have made sure he has never
been alone during his long
hospital day.

A highlight for the young
Dockers fan was a visit from
Fremantle captain Nathan
Fyfe last month. He smiled at
the memory of his footy hero's
Visit

Regan was definite that
sport was his favourite acavity
at scheol, followed by maths
and art. Hewants to be a police
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officer when he leaves school.

“I'm pretty interested in it.
I've been to the police station,”
he said.

Despite his illness, an
has sought to help others
him. He has organisad pxrale
dress-up days at his school to
raise money for cancer
research.

“It's just fun,” he said.

Mrs Smolic said Regan had
wld her “he doesnt want
anyoneelse to go through what
he's going through”.

St Peter's principal, Pma
Hutcheson, said the dress-in-
red day was a show of support
for Regan, and for Telethon.

A teacher decorated Regan's
hospital room with red
streamers and balloons in
tume for yesterday so Regan
could be part of the fun.
“Itlooks like the community is

getting behind it to raise mo-

s

rale for Regan and trying to
raise a amount for kids
in need,” he said.

“Rey loves coming to
school. In a message to ha
mates, he told them to
never moan about school
and homework because
he would give anything
to be there.” = o

Regan urged people to
support Telethon next
wesekend.

“It's important
that people can
donate so
can
cures lor

= \\s/

—
. =/ /.
' G "m-

Where and when
tosee Telethon
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to buy tickets. Entry to watch
the show at any other time
during the Telethon Weekend is
by gold coin donation. Children
aged two and under can siton
their parents lap.




